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June 2011

As Paul would say 'To God's holy people . . . the faithful in Christ Jesus. Grace and peace 
to you from our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.' Ephesians 1v1-2. I cannot greet you in 
any better way but to acknowledge your faithfulness. 
Here are the Wide Open Spaces prayer requests and news for this segment of the year.

The Peak Challenge. God has really blessed us through this event. More people 
have found out about what we are doing through the Peak Challenge – which in turn 
means more will learn about Christ. Money has been raised beyond what we were even 
hoping – especially because of the events of February. This will enable us to pay for the 
training of our guides this year and purchase some necessary equipment. The grand total 
was $2,800. Please give great thanks for the way in which God provides even when we 
don't see how it is possible. He provided team leaders, participants and sponsors with a 
Heavenly perspective.

Equipment. There has been much excitement with the purchase of three new tents 
(we can now cater for groups of 11-14 people on each trip). Four Gore-Tex sturdy jackets 
have also been purchased to ensure participants remain safe and dry and able to 
concentrate on the content of the trip rather than being uncomfortably wet. Please give 
thanks for the willingness of staff at Freedom Camping and Kathmandu Outlet to assist us 
with great deals on gear. Please also pray for God to provide us with more gear so that  
more youths can get out and learn more about Christ

Guide recruiting. We are completely encouraged and excited about our new guide 
Elya. She lead her group of girls on a trip this summer and has understood the theology 
and theory behind what we are doing with our trips. She has seen first hand the results 
and is keen to be a bigger part of it all. We are still in need of one or two more guides for 
the coming season. Please be praying for Elya as she works through our training program 
and prepares physically and spiritually for the summer. Please also give thanks for the 
commitment that she has made and pray that we will find one or two more volunteers to  
make the same commitment to Wide Open Spaces for the next two years.

Volunteers. I was asked today what limits the vision of the Wide Open Spaces Trust. 
Money is part but but more importantly its the number of people willing to volunteer their 
time. The tasks vary greatly –  things that would take an hour or two to things that require 
days of effort. Without this help the Trust will not be able to continue to operate long term. 
The Steven family will have a new addition in September therefore there are tasks that will 
not be able to be done by us anymore. As the ministry grows and improves, there are new 
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ways in which people can help. If you, or anyone you know of would be willing to help us 
out, please let us know. We are working on compiling a list of commited people to fulfil 
these roles that take place at different times of the year. Please give thanks for the 
number of people who already volunteer so much time and effort. Also could you pray for  
a group of willing and commited people to help us out with the growing number of tasks 
that need completing.

Funding Applications. We are regularly filling out applications for bulk funding to 
assist with general operating costs and allow for the purchase of more gear. This will 
mean that trips will become more accessible to a larger range of people. Especially this 
year with money being so tight for (it seems) almost everyone. Please pray we have faith 
and patience to wait for God's timing, and that the words that are written in our 
applications will bring Glory to God.

Guide Training. Already our guides are starting work on the training schedule for the 
coming summer. There is a bit of work for us to do to make this training more helpful for 
them. Please pray that we will have wisdom in preparing training tasks, and managing the 
amount of work that needs doing over the coming months. Also that Christ would continue 
to work in our guides hearts and lives.

Preparation for Summer 2012! Already brochures are getting tweaked and ready for 
printing for the new season. We will have them ready in the next month to hand out to 
leaders. Please give great thanks for Katherine who has put in a lot of work to make our  
printed work look fantastic. Please also pray that we communicate with leaders well and 
any obstacles they face getting youths to sign up, would be overcome.

For more information on what we are up to, please take a look at our website. We update 
it regularly with the latest news.

 Blessings,

Blair and Amy Steven
Wide Open Spaces Trust
www.wideopenspaces.org.nz 
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